


isti mirant stella

for brass band
Andrew Baker

Here King

bIC EDVVARDUS REX, IN LECTO,
addresses his fai

AlLLoQUIT FIDELES
ET bIC DEFUNCTUS EST

bIC DEDERUNT bAROLDO CORONK REGIS
bIC RESIDET bARoOLD REX ANGLORUM
IST1 MIRANT STELLX

yeux, to commemorate the Norman conquest of
ing Edward the Confessor died without an heir
o-Saxon Witenagemot appointed Harold
ng its perihelion on 20 March 1066. In the
arold himself apparently lost in nightmarish

This is an extract from the text of the Bayeux Tapestry, which was co
England in the 11th century. This text relates to the appearance of
early on 5 January 1066 and despite his apparent promise of the
Godwinson of Wessex as his successor. Just after Harold’s hastily ar
Middle Ages comets were regarded as evil omens; the tapestry depicts
visions of invasion, with ghostly ships in the margins of t

unsettled matter of the royal succession linked in the
mposition techniques are employed in places, including
al centres and particularly any form of diatonic ‘resolution’,

The music attempts to reflect the mood of this b
superstitious medieval imagination to the hauntin
the use of a ‘tenor’, hocketing and a brief isoryhthmic motet:
instead exploring the issue of unresolved dissonance as a m

Performance Notes:

All cornets, flugel and solo horn will i vels to ‘tune’ them to the correct pitch for the closing section of the piece.
Pitches for the bottles are notated in ain instrument, so for example a notated D in the bottle part for flugel would
sound as a C. At bars 94-105 lower bra olos - these should consist purely of breath sounds through the instruments while

the valves are moved,
the tube removed. 4 . Soprano and solo cornet lll require metal straight mutes; flugel, all tenor horns, 2nd

The percus i i i itable bow, preferably a ‘cello bow), glockenspiel, tubular bells (low and high E only), concert bass
drum, tam -tam will require brushes in addition to the normal beaters. In addition 1st horn and 1st baritone
are require i different pitches if possible.

Approximate
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