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A Short Ride in a Brass Machine

for brass band

Andrew Baker

A Short Ride in a Brass Machine was written in 2006 to mark the 140th anniversary of the Brighouse and Rastrick 
Band and first performed in the Central Methodist Church in Brighouse by Brighouse and Rastrick conducted 
by James Gourlay. The title refers to the orchestral composition A Short Ride in A Fast Machine by the American 
composer John Adams which  provided some of the inspiration for the work. The music is a simple celebratory 
prelude consisting of two main ideas, an expansive melody full of open  fifths (giving the music a slightly 
“American” feel) and a short fanfare figure. After these are both heard for the first time a brief development 
of the  fanfare material leads to a broader, warm harmonisation of the opening melody and the pulse relaxes a 
little before tension builds to a reiteration of the  fanfare and a final triumphant version of the opening theme.  

Performance Notes:

Percussion instruments required are 4 Timpani, Snare Drum, Bass Drum, 3 Tom-toms, 3 Wood Blocks, Suspended 
Cymbal, Clash Cymbals, Tubular Bells, Glockenspiel, Tam-tam. Soprano, repiano, 2nd solo cornet, 2nd and 3rd 
cornets will require metal straight mutes; 2nd and 3rd cornets will require harmon mutes with the tubes removed 
(indicated by ‘TR’).

Where four percussionists are not available the Percussion 4 part is optional - every effort should be made to 
include everything on Percussion parts 1-3 wherever possible.

Duration approximately 3’30”.

© Morthanveld Publishing Ltd 2015

This set has been provided to Foden’s Band (the ‘Purchaser’) by Morthanveld Publishing Ltd (the ‘publisher’). 

The Purchaser may produce unlimited photocopies from paper originals (or prints from the PDF files supplied) as long as these ar solely for use by the Purchaser (or 
its members if the Purchaser is a band or organisation) for rehearsal, personal practice, replacement of lost parts, adjudication use or other miscellaneous purposes 
relating to the rehearsal and performance of this work by the purchaser. Supplying ANY copies or prints to any other person or organisation, or failing to prevent such 
supply, is a breach of copyright law. In the event of such a breach the Publisher reserves the right to levy any additional invoices as the Publisher deems appropriate, 
including but not limited to an additional full sales invoice. The Purchaser agrees by continuing to use this music that any such invoices will be accepted and paid on 

issue.
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